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CONSTITUTION MAKING PROCESS: LET THE CHILDREN SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES CONT;

a party to both the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and ACRWC, is obliged to inco
two treaties in the constitution so that the State and parents/guardians can be held accountable fi
human rights.

O LIFE, SURVIVAL AND DEVELOPMENT COMPROMISED! TIME TO CALL FORC
T TO PRIMARY HEALTH CARE.

measles in most parts of the country has threatened children’s human rights. The disease is most
f the apostolic sect. According to the Herald of 22 January 2010 the major underlying cause for the
ted to the failure of the apostolic sect members to immunize their children due to religious beliefs.
ons in the child rights sector to lobby the government to put restrictive measures which ensures that
ainst child killer diseases.

has an obligation to ensure that every child has a right to health. Article 14 S 2 (b) of the African Ch
ights of the Child (African Charter) state that the government should ensure the provision of necess
alth care to all children with emphasis on the development of primary health care. Article 21 S(1)
t the government should take appropriate measures to eliminate harmful social and cultural practi
ty, normal growth and development of the child and in particular customs and practices prejudicial t

the ground however, does not reveal the commitment of the government to ensure that the provi
come accessible, particularly to children who are vulnerable. This is despite the fact that children
ecial protection. The consequences for failing to fully promote and protect children’s rights to pri
some members of the apostolic sect has implications in violating children’s fundamental rights. Th
ry 2009 reported that 51 children have died of measles since November 2009 when the disease wi
Herald of the 21st of January 2010 the World Health Organization (WHO), reported that there are
S cases across Zimbabwe of which 161 have been laboratory confirmed.

r very nature are a special group that needs protection and it is important that the constitution that
the current constitution making process will adequately provide for children’s rights.

ying cause of deaths among children can be attributed to neglect and ignorance on the part of some
. It is important to note that the failure to immunize children due to neglect is a criminal offence
7(2).
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T US 145 Robert Mugabe Road, 2nd Floor Exploration House
Harare, Zimbabwe
Phone: +263-4-797723, 796795, 0912 560 163/4
k |\ Telefax: +263-4-792314
E-mail: admin@jctrust.co.zw;nenjerama@jctrust.co.zw;

Website: www.justiceforchildrentrust..org.zw

ur feedback on the issues we raise in our newsletter. Please do not hesitate to get in touch
contact details provided above.

THE RIGHT TO LIFE, SURVIVAL AND DEVELOPMENT COMPROMISED! TIME TO CALL FOR CHILDREN’S
RIGHT TO PRIMARY HEALTH CARE CONT,;

provides that, “if any parent or guardian of a child or young person assaults, ill-treats, neglects, aba
S, causes or procures him to be assaulted, ill-treated, neglected, abandoned or exposed in a manne
sary suffering or to injure or detrimentally to affect his health or morals or any part or function of h
an offence.” The implementation of such provisions by the courts and police can be used as de
enders.

he Health and Child Welfare Deputy Minister Dr Douglas Mombeshora in the Herald of the 22nd
ment could soon invoke provisions of the Public Health Act to empower the Minister of Health a
munization against child killer diseases among some members of the apostolic sect who refuse to
come development towards ensuring that children’s rights to primary health care is safeguarded.” T
ensuring that children’s rights to primary health care is fully respected and promoted to the benefit o

Jortant to note that organizations in the child rights sector can contribute to ensure that children’s
respected and promoted by some members of the apostolic sect by capacity building and sensitizi
ection vis-a-vis children’s rights. This will contribute in ensuring a change in religious, cultural and a
hildren’s rights.

e calls upon the government to put strict measures which ensures that all children are immunized ag
the constitution making process should also be used to lobby for the need of children’s rights tc
rights like education, food, shelter, care and protection.
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