Global Mach Against Child Labour- Zimbabwe initiative 2007 

Background  of Child Labour

Child labour  has been in existence for millions of years but only began to be seriously questioned when industrialization and urbanization fundamentally changed children’s work relationships and multiplied the dangers. Although some governments began to intervene in the nineteenth century to protect children from the worst excesses of the factory system and the most dangerous activities, the major change came when governments’ commitment to education increased as part of their development into modern nations. Even then, the move against child labour was not without challenge. Major arguments against it were that education would make poor children unsuitable for the mundane work that the society required, that child labour was necessary for the welfare of poor families….as well as for certain industries if they were to remain competitive ,that child labour laws would be impossible to enforce because of the number of enterprises involved, that numerous tasks could only be done by children, and finally that it was not the role of the state to interfere with parental wishes concerning what was best for their children.

[image: image1.jpg]



90 kms to Plumtree

Child Labour in Zimbabwe

The Herald (Harare) reported on June 27, 2007, that Zimbabwe is afflicted by child labour and the issues have also been compounded by the HIV/AIDS scourge and the increasing number of child headed families.


With an estimated 37.2 million adults living with HIV around the world, large numbers of children have family members that are living with HIV, or who have died of AIDS. These children may themselves experience the discrimination that is often associated with HIV. They may also have to care for a sick parent or relative, and may have to give up school to become the principle wage-earner for the family. When adults fall sick, food still needs to be provided ​– and the burden of earning money usually falls on the oldest child.

An estimated 218 million children aged 5-17 are engaged in child labour, excluding child domestic labour. Some 126 million of these children are believed to be engaged in hazardous situations or conditions, such as working in mines, working with chemicals and pesticides in agriculture or working with dangerous machinery. They are everywhere but invisible, toiling as domestic servants in homes, labouring behind the walls of workshops, hidden from view in plantations. (UNICEF).
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The March was also done During the 16 Days of Activism

After having realised the trauma in which children go through in the country, region and the world due to forced labour as well as exploitation, New Hope Foundation a Zimbabwean Civic Organisation in collaboration with the Global March Against Child Labour Organisation of India organized an awareness campaign on the existence and effects of child labour in Zimbabwe, Africa and the world at large. This awareness campaign was scheduled for December 2007 starting on the 1st and ending on the 31st of December 2007. Aiming to reach about 5 000 000, the organizers of the march carried out a number of activities in their awareness strategy and these included:
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Volunteers who took part in the march pose for photo with New Hope Foundation Banner

Media (print media, radio and television programs, posting of information on websites, emails, clean up campaigns, road shows as well as public awareness campaigns which were held in the City center and other residential suburbs.  

The march was aimed at:

· raising widespread awareness of child labour; 

· urging governments to ratify and enforce laws that protect children and provide them with education; mobilizing greater national and international funding to support education for all children. 

· demanding the immediate elimination of the most intolerable forms of child labour; promoting positive action by employers and consumers.

· Ensuring the proper rehabilitation of child laborers.

· School retention of all children of school going age in support of the MDG # 2

MAJOR CONTRIBUTORY FACTORS TO CHILD LABOUR ADDRESSED DURING THE MARCH INCLUDE:
· HIV and AIDS 

· Child trafficking  

· Domestic violence 

· Poverty .

· Inheritance and forced marriages 

[image: image4.jpg]Stop Child Labour Now!!t
1t Promotes Poverty.





Pastor Elfas Zadzagomo-The Chief Executive Officer of New Hope Foundation led the Marchers to Plumtree

The awareness campaign which was a Zimbabwean initiative was coded “Global March Against Child Labour Zimbabwe 2007” saw a group of 47 volunteers taking the Harare Plumtree route as they sacrificed their time, festive season as they took part in the 31 day physical march which started with a sent off ceremony at Harare town House on the 1st of December 2007. The marchers left Harare heading for Plumtree on the 2nd of December 2007.Every Battle has its own causalities ,the pressure built by any campaign ca also make those who not serious think otherwise so was the Global march after covering a distance of about 275 kilometers, five of the marchers dropped in Gweru and decided to go back home as they could no longer continue with the march. Many of those who dropped were ladies who found it difficult and they sorrowfully bid farewell to the rest of the marchers as they wished them the best of luck as they continue with the march.

.
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EXPERIENCE DURING THE AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

With the economic challenges facing Zimbabwe today Children we now start to see those children in Farming areas and those in the rural  being forced to work without sufficient rest, in cramped space, with poor lighting, sited on the bare ground, using tools that are too big for them, without adequate drinking water or toilets, children in this situation will have damaged future with no chance to go to school.The major cause is the breakdown of family units that is now  exposing many children to risk from a wide variety of hazards.

New Hope Foundation working in complement of government’s efforts to achieve the millennium development goals by 2015, MDG ( Goal number 2) here in this march set out on the awareness campaign with the theme “Stop Child Labour now!!! Its time to take all children back to school”.

The march itself was a good experience to most of the volunteers who took part. To most it was the first time they had to cover such a long distance of foot. In recollection and reflection exercises which were held in Gweru and Bulawayo most of the volunteers indicated that they were having a good time and happy as they were managing to have their thrust met due to the response they were getting from most of the people they met on their way.  The marchers were chanting slogans all the way and this way managed to keep their moral high as well as getting their message across to onlookers. Songs and dances were composed and there was an edutainment team among the volunteers who would give entertainment to both the marchers and the onlookers. Below are some of the sentiments aired by one of the volunteers:

“I really am enjoying myself out here. This is first time to walk for such a long distance on foot. I am also happy because people are supporting us as they see us in the road, right now you can here cars hooting at the marchers and that alone gives the marchers the confidence that this is noble and it makes me want to go on. The first day when we got to Norton and slept at Dudley Hall School, I thought I would go back home the following day as my feet were sore and my body hurt  so much that I hardly slept, but when I woke up the following day I was determined to go on. The other good thing is the organizers of this event had put in place all the necessary contingency measures in place, there is a medic, a back up vehicle, food is available, However, it would be great if we could have people supplying us with cold water as you can see that some of these days the temperatures are too high. At times it rains but we still soldier on for instance, one of the day we got wet as it rained for about 12kilometers. Some of our colleagues have developed blisters
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Blistered foot displayed by one of the marchers 

 but we keep on and will get to Plumtree and campaign for people to stop child trafficking into neighboring countries as it is one of the worst forms of child labour in the world. The other issues is of foot wear if only someone could donate foot ware for the marchers as most of the shoes we brought are almost torn now…” this was David Tsungo’s sentiments as to how the march was going on as interviewed in Bulawayo on the 26th of December 2007.
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Sharing sentiments with other marchers during a recollection and reflection exercise in Bulawayo

ZIMBABWEANS WELCOME THE NOBLE IDEA TO RAISE AWARENESS ON CHILD LABOUR

Child Labour is basically a symptom of the underlying problem of widespread poverty and inequality in society. It is also a cause of poverty, and in this context it becomes self perpetuating. Poverty is deep rooted and natural calamities, man made disasters, illiteracy, powerlessness and the lack of viable options further exacerbate the deprivations confronting poor parents who feel compelled to put a child to work. Poverty is not, however, the only factor in child labour and cannot justify all types of employment and servitudes.

Hard pressed parents may not feel that the long term returns of education outweigh the short term economic gain and skills acquired through child work. Education for poor children may be costly, inaccessible, of law quality or seen as irrelevant .Many Families depend on a Girl’s labour at home to enable the adults to work outside.

Children may decide to work, knowing that their family needs the income, or through the influence of their friend and peers to join them on the streets or elsewhere. There is a market demand for child labour since children are generally docile, obedient, hired at cheaper rates than adults, and dispensed with easily if labour demands fluctuate. They incur no long term investment on the part of industry in terms of insurance or social security and low paid child labour maybe perceived as a significant element for industries wishing to maintain a competitive edge in national and international markets. Children are unprotected, powerless and silent as far as their rights as workers are concerned. Children are often preferred in industries that are labour intensive, function with rudimentary technology and require laborious/repetitive work for long hours. Although largely disproved, the myth persists that in certain industries, such as Carpet making or flower picking, children are needed because of the dexterity of their small fingers.

Child Labour persists because the laws that do exist are strictly enforced and because social and political commitment is weak.

The response was quite good. We are very thankful to the majority of Zimbabweans for their support. As we walked in the road, people would stop their cars and inquire on our objectives and we would explain our issue. In most cases people took our campaign to be very noble and they encouraged us to go on. Some well wishers donated a few dollars and at times foodstuffs for the welfare of the marchers. The marching team included three aged people with age ranges from 61 up to 68 who also chose to take up arms and fight child labour and give a peaceful and enjoyable time to their grandchildren in the world.

We are happy because right from the beginning as we worked on resource mobilization, companies, well-wishers and organisations took the idea to be of a noble cause and they donated something towards the success of the march. 
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The marchers arrived in Plumtree on the 29th of December  and returned home on the 1st of January  2008.

We would like to thank the following for supporting our march:

· Terre Des Hommes Germany

· British Embassy

· International Labour Organisation-ILO

· International Organisation for Migration-IOM

· NANGO

· Zimbabwe Republic Police

· Save the Children UK

· Altfin Insurance

· Ultra Parts Harare

· Girl Child Network

· ZBH News Net Crew

· ZBH Kidznet team

· Youth Ahead Zimbabwe

· Comrade Webster Shamhu 

· Senator Ndlovu

· Kubatana. net

· GAPWUZ

· CACLAZ

· Ministry of Women’s Affairs, Gender and Community Development

· Ministry of Education and Culture

· Harare Junior Council

· Harare Girls High School

· Harare Town Council

· David Livingstone Primary School

We would also want to thank all those whom we cannot mention in this document for their support.
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Children attending an awareness campaign organized by the marchers in Chegutu.

Child Work vs. Child Labour

Not all work is harmful to children. From a young age, many children help around the home, run, errands or assist their family farms or businesses. As they get older they take on learn valuable traditional trades In this way, children acquired the skills and attitudes they will needs as future workers and useful members of the community. Light work, carefully monitored can be an essential part of children ‘socialization and development processes, were they learn to take responsibility, and gain pride in their on accomplishments. Work of this kind is not without risk, but it is not what child labour is generally.

Child Labour is classified as children’s work which is of such a nature or intensity that it is detrimental to their schooling or harmful to their healthy and development. The concern is with children who are denied their childhood and a future, who work at too young  an age who work long hours for low wage, who work under conditions harmful to their healthy and to their physical and mental development, who are separated from their families, or who are deprived of education. Such child labour create irrevocable damage to the child and is in violation of international laws and usually, national legislation.

As the volunteers walked they distributed fliers to people along their way and this includes people in farms, in the highway, towns, cities, villages and even in the buses. 
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As we marched in the road we at times came across farms as well as arable lands where we saw children working. In such cases we would stop and educate the children on their rights in relation to work and labour and we would also educate the elders around the areas on the effects of child labour. 

It’s not surprising to note that at times there was resistance as parents justified the reasons of forcing children to work to generate income to help sustain the family. Other children indicated that they were orphans and working in the farms and arable lands was their only way for a living.

“ … I am 15 years old and could not proceed with my education from the time my mother passed away. I never got to know my father or any of his relatives and since my mother’s death, my mother died I have lived a very difficult line and at times contemplate going to the street or even suicide. 

When I see the farm owner today, I see him as the only source of livelihood as from my wages I manage to buy some food but I would also be happy if I could earn more money to allow me to buy a new pair of shorts….”, said Raramo during some discussions with one of the marchers in Chegutu.

The issue of child labour is so silent yet existing and dangerous. Some of our observations were that even prominent people in our country also use children on their farms. The prominent people include famous sports parsons, politicians, TV personalities and celebrities. There is need for an urgent call to action in stopping and curbing child labour in our country especially during these economic hardships and the wrath of HIV and AIDS.

People acknowledged that Child Labour was in existence and some of them went further to try and justify it against the issue of economic hardships, poverty, HIV and AIDS. However, the main objective of the march was achieved as all the fliers and other I.E.C materials produced were distributed to the public, the media campaign was also very successful as we had good coverage on ZBC TV. 
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