Mudhuku slams Referendum Dates 

Zimbabwe Independent, The (ZW):  Friday, 15 February 2013

National Constitutional Assembly (NCA) chairperson Lovemore Madhuku has described as “nonsense” and “meaningless” the move by the inclusive government to hold a referendum on the draft constitution in four weeks’ time, saying it gave insufficient time for people to study the document.Madhuku said this in an interview yesterday following Wednesday’s announcement by Constitutional and Parliamentary Affairs minister Eric Matinenga that the referendum would be on March 16. Matinenga said his ministry would hold two meetings per province while Copac would hold one meeting in each district to explain the draft to the people in the run-up to the referendum. But Madhuku described Matinenga’s pronouncement as “ridiculous”, and indicated the NCA would wait for the gazetting of the draft constitution expected today before filing a High Court application to halt the process and allow people to get two months to go through the draft constitution.
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Zanu PF pushes out Zec boss  

Zimbabwe Independent, The (ZW): Friday, 15 February 2013

Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (ZEC) chairperson Justice Simpson Mutambanengwe was allegedly pushed out of the electoral body for his outspokenness and independent views by a Zanu PF clique that viewed him as a danger to their political survival ahead of watershed elections, according to senior government sources. Sources said Mutambanengwe was summoned to the Ministry of Justice and forced to step down immediately, purportedly on health grounds. His forced resignation was said to have been immediately accepted by President Robert Mugabe and communicated to the state-controlled daily Herald as a smokescreen. Ironically, Mutambanengwe has no known medical condition that has troubled him in the last two years or been admitted to a medical institution during that time. The prime minister’s office has expressed shock and surprise at the sudden resignation of Mutambanengwe and is urgently seeking a meeting with him for clarity. A senior civil servant close to the Ministry of Justice confirmed some government officials were not comfortable with his independent mindedness. The source said Mugabe is unlikely to appoint a substantive Zec chairperson before the elections, thus leaving room for deputy chairperson Joyce Kazembe to take charge of the referendum and elections. Kazembe was Zec deputy chairperson during the controversial 2008 elections when the electoral body took five weeks to announce the presidential poll results.
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Top ZNA officer issues fake docs 

Zimbabwean, The (ZW): Wednesday, 13 February 2013

A senior army official has admitted issuing fake proof of residence documents to help soldiers and their families and friends to register as voters. Highly placed sources within the ZNA alerted The Zimbabwean to the fact that photocopies of the letter, with the name of the aspiring voting soldier being left blank, were being collected last week from the Defence House orderly room in central Harare. They described it as a “blank cheque” open to widespread abuse, as anyone could use the letter to register in a constituency of his or her choice. When contacted for comment, Muresherwa confirmed the letters originated from his office at Defence Forces headquarters but initially said they were exclusively issued to serving members. He later phoned The Zimbabwean reporter and admitted his office issued photocopies of the letters last Friday. “My juniors have confirmed having issued photocopies of the letter last Friday during my absence. This could be where the letter in your possession came from,” he said. ZDF spokesperson, Colonel Overson Mugwisi confirmed the letters were fake. “The army does not issue letters to prove residence. Defence House is at the centre of Harare and army headquarters is at KGIV Barracks where no soldier has permanent residence? How can one be issued with a letter as proof of residence in this respect? My office is at Defence House where the letters are reportedly emanating from. How come I am not aware of that?” said Mugwisi.
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Police ban ‘radios’ in Zimbabwe 

SW Radio Africa (ZW): Wednesday, 20 February 2013

Police have announced a ban on ‘specially designed radios’ that are ‘not compatible with state owned stations’, claiming the devices would be used to communicate hate speech ahead of polls scheduled for this year. In a move seen as an attempt to silence external radio stations, such as SW Radio Africa and VOA’s Studio 7, broadcasting to Zimbabwe, police threatened to deal with organizations distributing portable radios, saying recipients would also be arrested. Nelson Chamisa, the MDC Communications minister, said there is no law to enforce such a ban. The Media Institute of Southern Africa (MISA-Zimbabwe) confirmed that the Broadcasting Services Actdoes not prohibit anyone from possession of a receiver as long as it is in accordance with the terms and conditions of a listener’s licence as issued by the ZBC. In addition, the right to receive and impart information and ideas is enshrined in Section 20 of the current constitution .
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Zimbabwe police vow crackdown on 'illegal' rights groups 

Times, The (RSA): Wednesday, 20 February 2013

Zimbabwe police say they will crack down on rights groups that operate illegally and distribute false information to discredit President Robert Mugabe’s party before elections expected later this year. Rights groups say they are under attack from a police force they have long accused of trying to silence opposition to Mugabe's nearly 30 year rule. Police on Tuesday stormed the offices of Zimbabwe Election Support Network in Harare, seizing documents, radio receivers and mobile phones. Last week there were raids on a group that documents and reports on cases of political violence. Activists say the raids amount to intimidation ahead of possible presidential and parliamentary elections later in the year. Police spokeswoman Charity Charamba told reporters on Wednesday the raids were lawful and would lead to arrests, adding that certain NGOs were engaging in political activities to the detriment of state security and the stability of this country.
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Police arrest two for voter awareness meeting held in church 

SW Radio Africa (ZW): Monday, 18 February 2013

Two people arrested for holding a voter awareness meeting in Chegutu have been released on bail after spending the weekend in custody. George Makoni and Gift Konjana were accosted by plainclothes police officers soon after the meeting held at the Church of Christ in Chegutu on February 15th. According to Phillip Pasirayi, national coordinator of The Centre for Community Development in Zimbabwe, the meeting was an education exercise to encourage Zimbabweans to register to vote in the forthcoming constitutional referendum and the general election. Makoni and Konjana were accused of holding an illegal meeting and are being charged under the notorious Public Order and Security Act, which prohibits political gatherings without police clearance. Pasirayi said the meeting was neither political nor subversive, but simply to sensitise people about the contents of the draft, leaving Zimbabweans to either embrace or reject the new constitution.
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Police block public debate on constitution in Harare 
SW Radio Africa (ZW): Wednesday, 27 February 2013

The police have yet again come under heavy criticism after blocking a public meeting organized by the Media Centre in Harare on Wednesday. The public debate on the draft constitution, was to include senior members of ZANU PF, the MDC formations, ZAPU, Mavambo Dawn/Kusile political parties and the National Constitutional Assembly.One of the scheduled speakers, the President of the MDC-99 Job Sikhala, said he was notified by the Media Center on the morning of the discussion and told that the police had banned the indaba. Sikhala told SW Radio Africa he was told the police banned the meeting for a number of reasons including the issue of how panelists were selected. The police also said they are “no longer allowing public meetings to be convened by NGOs outside the arrangements of government.” Media Centre programs officer Charles Saki confirmed the meeting had been cancelled even though they had given the police advance notice.
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WOZA women beaten & detained after anti-constitution demo

SW Radio Africa (ZW): Wednesday, 13 February 2013

Police on Wednesday violently broke up a peaceful demonstration by the Women of Zimbabwe Arise (WOZA) and briefly detained eight activists outside Parliament building in Harare. SW Radio correspondent Lionel Saungweme witnessed the police using ‘sjamboks’ as the WOZA women were being bundled into a police car. He said 50 women had taken to the streets, protesting against the draft constitution that is set to be put before a referendum on March 16th. Some of the fliers distributed by the pressure group read: “The final draft constitution is as a result of negotiations behind closed doors and a deal that suits the principals and the political parties in the inclusive government. Therefore this draft may not survive the test of time because it was written for a current political climate and not for the future generation. A constitution is supposed to be written by the people because they should determine how they want to be governed. It is their role to give the rule to the rulers!”

    2.1.2 Freedom of association

    2.1.3 Political tolerance

    2.1.8 Voter education

    4.1.1 Constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and rights of the citizens

    4.1.2 Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections

    7.4 Safeguard the human & civil liberties of all citizens including the freedom of movement, assembly, association, expression, & campaigning as well as access to the media on the part of all stakeholders [...]

    7.9 Encourage the participation of women, disabled and youth in all aspects of the electoral process in accordance with the national laws

Zanu PF MP hospitalised after assault 

Nehanda Radio: Monday, 25 February 2013

Zanu PF MP for Hurungwe East Sarah Mahoka was admitted at Chinhoyi Provincial Hospital after being attacked by a violent mob of Zanu PF youths who disrupted her address at Zimonja business centre in Zvipani. According to a Nehanda Radio correspondent, about 13 youths attacked Mahoka and deflated three tyres on her vehicle. They then abducted Mahoka’s driver before dumping him eight kilometres away from the scene. Mahoka sustained injuries all over the body. Police reportedly impounded a vehicle that was used by the youths. Police are investigating the matter.The youths reportedly arrived in a vehicle pretending to be Zanu-PF supporters waiting to be addressed by the legislator. They allegedly questioned Mahoka on why she was addressing a meeting outside her constituency. The youths also accused the legislator of holding a meeting without consulting the area’s elders. Sources told Nehanda Radio the skirmishes were related to factional fights in the party.
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Zimbabwe activist's 12-year-old son killed in fire 

Zimbabwe Standard, The (ZW):  Sunday, 24 February 2013

The murder of the 12-year-old son of a long-serving activist in Zimbabwe has sparked fears of fresh political violence. Christpowers Maisiri, the son of Shepherd Maisiri, of the Movement for Democratic Change, was killed on Saturday night after his house was set on fire. He was asleep in the hut with two older brothers when it was set alight.I was out campaigning and my family was at home sleeping when people came and attacked my dogs, and then set my house on fire and my boy died in that fire," said Mr Maisiri, 45. "I am told I must trust Robert Mugabe. That we are going to have peaceful elections, well that is not true. My son is dead." Mr Maisiri, who lives in Headlands constituency, a stronghold of Robert Mugabe's Zanu PF, controlled by party heavyweight Didymus Mutasa, said he did not see who attacked his home, but added: "I know who did this. My house has been burned nine times before this. "I am a founding member of the MDC... I know these political rivals."

    2.1.3 Political tolerance

    4.1.2 Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections

    7.4 Safeguard the human & civil liberties of all citizens including the freedom of movement, assembly, association, expression, & campaigning as well as access to the media on the part of all stakeholders [...]

