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LIST OF ACRONYMS

1.3 Acronyms

AC

African Charter

ACHR

African Commission for Human & People’s Rights

CEDAW
Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination

Against Women

CIO

Central Intelligence Organisation

CIVNET
Civic Education Network

CSO

Civil Society Organisation

GMB

Grain Marketing Board

HR

Human Rights

MDC

Movement for Democratic Change

NCA

National Constitutional Assembly

NGO

Non-Governmental Organisation

PEMMO
Principles for Election Management, Monitoring and Observation

POSA

Public Order and Security Act

SPG

SADC Principles and Guidelines

UDHR

Universal Declaration of Human Rights

ZANU PF
Zimbabwe African National Union (Patriotic Front)

ZESN
Zimbabwe Election Support Network

ZLHR
Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights

ZPP 
Zimbabwe Peace Project

ZRP
Zimbabwe Republic Police

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Though there seems to have been a much different political milieu in the period before this year’s March 31st general plebiscite compared to the electoral atmosphere permeating the 2000 general elections, much could still be said regarding the failure by stakeholders, particularly the state to uphold the promotion and protection of human and people’s rights in Zimbabwe.

As has been the case with previous elections in Zimbabwe, the period before the election has always been characterized by political violence, and this year’s election is no exception.

The Zimbabwe Peace Project (ZPP), through its community-based primary monitoring system was on the ground to witness numerous cases of HR violations happening throughout the country.

Since its inception, the ZPP has been monitoring the political situation in Zimbabwe’s 10 provinces. This is considering the prevalence of politically induced violence and other human rights (HR) abuses perpetrated by various individuals and/or groups especially around election processes.

1.1 The Electoral Environment
This election report, aptly titled March 2005 Parliamentary Election Climate Report, covers the period November 2004 to March 2005. It seeks to give an accurate account of events that unfolded five months prior to the actual election, during which period a steady increase in politically motivated violence and intimidation manifested in various forms, as the report outlines. (See Table 6 on page 17)
The March general elections came at a time when no SADC member state except Zimbabwe had yet applied its electoral process in line with the SADC Principles and Guidelines governing democratic elections.

Zimbabwe made an extensive overhaul of its electoral processes by introducing a new Electoral Act and the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission Act. The conduct of elections, particularly the March one thus had to be done in accordance with the Electoral Act which domesticates guidelines found in the SPG document.

However, many stakeholders including opposition parties still argue that the changes to the electoral processes were cosmetic and were meant to hoodwink the SADC region and the rest of the international community into believing that the government was committed to holding free and fair elections.

Section 3 of the Electoral Act reads:

Subject to the Constitution and this Act, every election shall be conducted in a way that is consistent with the following principles – 

(a) the authority to govern derives from the will of the people demonstrated through elections that are conducted efficiently, freely, fairly, transparently and properly on the basis of universal and equal suffrage exercised through a secret ballot [our own emphasis]; and

(b) every citizen has the right – 

(i) to participate in government directly or through freely chosen representatives, and is entitled, without distinction on the ground of race ethnicity, gender, language, political or religious belief, education, physical appearance or disability or economic or social condition, to stand for office and cast a vote freely;

(ii) to join or participate in the activities of and to recruit members of a political party of his or her choice;

(iii) to participate in peaceful political activities intended to influence the composition and policies of Government;

(iv) to participate, through civic organisations, in peaceful activities to influence and challenge the policies of Government;

and

(c) every political party has the right-

(i) to operate freely within the law;

(ii) to put up or sponsor one or more candidates in every election;

(iii) to campaign freely within the law;

(iv) to have reasonable access to the media.

The above serve to indicate that these were the expectations of the March poll and are indeed the expectations that stakeholders like the government, related public institutions, the ruling party, opposition political parties, CSOs and other stakeholders are expected to uphold in future elections.

These principles constitute an attempt by Zimbabwe to incorporate the SPGs and other international provisions into our own electoral system. For this reason, they form the basis upon which any critique of the March election is premised.

With earlier declarations by the country’s main opposition party, the MDC, that it would not participate in any elections until an agreeable electoral playing field was established, incidents of politically inspired violence were thus relatively low compared to the same period in the run up to the 2000 general elections. 

1.2 General Trends of HR Abuses
A tabular depiction in this report indicates that the reported cases of HR abuses were largely confined to rural constituencies, especially in Manicaland   Midlands and the Mashonaland provinces. These cases varied from food-for-votes campaigns, psychological violence and use of traditional leaders among many.

1.3. Psychological violence

1.3.1 Food-for-votes campaigns
The use (or abuse) of food to garner votes was perhaps the most notable non-violent electoral irregularity, apart from harassment and intimidation. Again this was said to have occurred in all provinces especially in Manicaland and the traditionally arid Matabeleland region.

The alleged politicisation of food distribution, which the ruling party vehemently denied doing (‘Zanu PF denies coercing voters’ – The Chronicle, 28 March 2005) was reported as having ‘complemented’ harassment and intimidation acts that amounted to 2011 during the period under review. This reads to an average count of around 402 acts of harassment and victimisation involving food every month.

It is alleged that GMB officials most of whom are said to be war veterans used beneficiary registers that excluded known or perceived MDC supporters in food distribution. 

1.3.2 Traditional Leaders
Traditional leaders reportedly continued to feature mostly as willing pawns in the political contest. There have been numerous reports of headmen and chiefs, allegedly under instructions from local Zanu PF structures, intimidating villagers and denying perceived MDC supporters food handouts and access to cheap maize from the GMB. 

In other cases some traditional leaders for instance in Manicaland were victimised by the ruling party after refusing to comply with orders to deny opposition supporters access to food.

On the polling day some traditional leaders were, allegedly intimidating and coercing villagers into voting for the ruling party. This was said to have occurred in Mt Darwin South, Bikita West, Makoni East and Chipinge South.

1.4 The Perpetrators
Ironically, most reported cases of politically motivated violence and electoral irregularities were perpetrated by supporters (and at times parliamentary candidates) of the ruling party. This is despite the party’s leader having made an about turn in the last quarter of 2004 to preach the gospel of peace in the run-up to the March 2005 poll.

This is not to say the MDC was always on the receiving end of politically motivated violence. The opposition party also had its fair share of allegations of perpetrating irregular acts. In Harare for instance, some MDC youths were accused of tearing down Zanu PF campaign posters pasted alongside the opposition’s.

Again in the capital, MDC youths are said to have gone on a rampage in the Central Business District, smashing shop and bank windows, ostensibly in protest against the announcement of the perceived incorrect election results that saw Zanu PF emerging as the victor.

In the rural areas a combination of war veterans and youth militias were reported to have issued threats of reprisals against villagers thereby reminding the people of the wave of violence that swept communities in run up to the 2000 electing.

The ZPP would like to commend the Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP) for intermittently acting swiftly to quell violent situations before, during and after the elections. More could have been done however, in light of allegations that some police details were either instrumental in fanning violence or turned a blind eye to acts of political crimes perpetrated by supporters of the ruling party.

2 METHODOLOGY

This report is a summary of findings from a network of 240 ZPP primary peace monitors. These monitors, who have specialised training in human rights monitoring and reporting, are deployed throughout the country (two in each of the 120 electoral constituencies of Zimbabwe).

They observe, monitor and record any breaches of peace in the constituencies they reside in. The provincial coordinators together with our specialised team of investigators verify the reported cases.

After being satisfied with the authenticity of the reports from the monitors the provincial coordinators forward the reports to the head office where the reports are consolidated and synthesised into different reports that include monthly monitoring reports, fortnightly reports, newsflashes or specific reports like this one.

3 TERMINOLOGY

MURDER

Consists of the unlawful and intentional killing of another person.

Essential Elements

a) Unlawful

b) Intentional

c) Killing

RAPE

Consists of intentional, unlawful sexual intercourse with a woman without her consent.

Essential Elements

a) Intention

b) Unlawful

c) Sexual intercourse with a woman

d) Without her consent

ASSAULT

Consists of unlawfully and intentionally (i) applying force to the person of another or (ii) inspiring a belief in that other person that force is immediately to be applied to him.

Essential Elements

a) Unlawful

b) Intentional

c) Applying force or inspiring apprehension of it

KIDNAPPING

This entails unlawfully and intentionally depriving a person of liberty of movement and/or his custodians of control.

Essential Elements 

a) A person

b) Deprivation of liberty of movement or of custody

c) Unlawfully

d) Intentionally

ABDUCTION

Consists of unlawfully taking a minor out of the control of his/her custodian with the intention of enabling someone to marry or have sexual intercourse with that minor.

Essential Elements

a) Minor

b) Taking

c) Out of the control of a custodian

d) Unlawful

e) Intention

ARSON

Unlawful setting an immovable structure on fire with intent to injure another

Essential Elements

a) An immovable structure

b) Setting on fire

c) Unlawfully

d) Intent to injure another

MALICIOUS INJURY TO PROPERTY (M.I.P.)

Consists of unlawful and intentional damaging of the property of another.

Essential Elements

a) Property

b) Damaging

c) Unlawfully

d) Intent

THEFT

Consist of an unlawful taking with intent to steal of a thing capable of being stolen.

Essential Elements

a) Taking

b) Intent to steal

Property capable of being stolen

4. INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS
The following are examples of international instruments to which Zimbabwe is part either by virtue of having ratified or acceded. Because these instruments focus on human rights, the ZPP has included them in this report to show the cases in which the state was responsible for the violations of the same international standards to which Zimbabwe is part:

4.1 The African (Banjul) Charter on Human and People’s Rights (1981).
In brief, the African Charter guarantees the following HRs:

· Equality before and equal protection of the law (Article 3)

· Liberty and personal security (Article 6)

· Expression, association, assembly and movement (Articles 9, 10, 11 & 12 respectively)

· Security of property (Article 14)

4.2 The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966)

The ICCPR in short declares to state parties that:

· No one shall be subjected to torture or cruel and inhuman treatment or punishment (Article 7)

· Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person and no one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrests or detention (Article 9:1)

· Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions and express themselves without interference (Article 19:1 & 2)

The right of peaceful assembly shall be recognised without unreasonable restrictions (Article 21)

4.3 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948)
As its name implies, the UDHR, regarded as the most fundamental, is an all-encompassing bill of rights which states that basic HRs be respected by states and individuals. It encompasses the above rights mentioned by the two examples of rights also enshrined in other international instruments.

· According to Article 21, everyone has the right to participate in the government of their country either directly of through freely chosen representatives.

5. REGIONAL ELECTORAL INITIATIVES
The following are some pertinent regional initiatives that SADC electoral stakeholders, with civil society taking the lead, undertook to enhance electoral reforms in the region:

5.1 SADC Principles and Guidelines (2004)
Following the Grand Baie summit in Mauritius (August 2004), SADC member states represented by their leaders agreed to adopt measures to enhance their countries’ efforts in conducting peaceful, free, fair and credible elections.

The summit’s participants came up with an agreement in what became known as the SADC Principles and Guidelines governing democratic elections (SPG). These stipulate inter alia, that member states put in place measures to ensure their citizens enjoy a relative amount of freedom of movement, association, voting, assembly and expression before, during and after elections.

This therefore entails a high level of tolerance and peaceful campaigns, especially during the periods before and after the actual poll.

5.1.2 This is in accordance with the agreement’s following provisions:

· Full participation of the citizens in the political process (S2.1.1.)

· Freedom of association (S2.1.2.)

· Political tolerance (S2.1.3.)

· Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections (S4.1.2.)

· Polling stations should be in neutral places (S4.1.7.)

In addition, a member state holding elections is required to, according to section 7.4, “Safeguard the human and civil liberties of all citizens including the freedom of movement assembly association, expression, and campaign as well as well to the media on the part of all stakeholders…”

5.2 Principles for Election Management, Monitoring and Observation 

                     (PEMMO)

The project of formulating this document dates back to June 2000, and is another principle that serves as a benchmark on which the electoral process of observation, monitoring and appraisal of elections are premised since 2004.

5.2.1 According to the PEMMO, member states’ constitutional and legal frameworks   among other considerations should:

· Guarantee that the deep-seated freedoms and HRs are promoted and protected

· Not violate base HR principles of the freedoms of association, assembly, and expression

· Establish mechanism through which electoral disputes are resolved.

6. THE MARCH 2005 PLEBISCITE

6.1 Background

The SADC region has generally made considerable strides in coming up with democratic laws and processes that enhance the holding of acceptably peaceful, free and fair elections.

Perhaps this owes to international pressure on member states that have failed in the past to adhere to international standards of conducting elections of whatever kind.  A good count of HR abuses has been well documented and the Zimbabwean situation is just but one example of the reasons the region could have had for changing its electoral environment.

In the run-up to the June 2000 Parliamentary elections, as well as the March 2002 Presidential poll, a terror campaign was unleashed, and this woeful state of affairs was further compounded by the collapse of talks between the country’s two main warring parties, Zanu PF and the MDC.

In the run up to the March 2005 elections there were declarations (both official and unofficial) that some rural constituencies, particularly resettlement areas had become “no-go” areas for the opposition parties and NGOs which were painted with the same brush as the MDC.  There are thus fears of several unreported cases of human rights abuses that may have taken place in these inaccessible areas.

6.2 Current Political Environment

There was a general atmosphere of peace, before, during and after the March election compared to previous major election.

However, what is worrying is that the state security organs (police, army and intelligence services) remained highly politicised in some instances, despite assurances by the Police Commissioner that security agencies would execute their duties expeditiously and in a non- partisan manner.

Also worrying are reports of militia groups and war veterans whose actions placed in doubt prospects of a free and fair poll. Reports of militia groups and war veterans intimidating voters were made in most parts of the country, particularly in the rural constituencies of Midlands, Manicaland, Matabeleland and Masvingo.

This report chronicles some critical cases of human rights abuses, which have, in the main, been allegedly perpetrated by the ruling party.   As the trends will show, there was a steady increase in political crimes of harassment and intimidation as well as assault, with the month of February alone recording more that 500 cases of the above mentioned crimes.  (See table 4 on page 15)
7. MONTHLY PRE-ELECTION PERIOD (November 2004 – March 2005)

7.1 November 2004

The period in question, as alluded to earlier, was fraught with variegated scenes of political clashes.  There were numerous incidents of intra-party violence throughout the country on both sides of the political divide.

Comprehensive reports indicate that while violence had previously been confined to clashes between traditional political rivals, the Zanu PF and the MDC, intra-party physical clashes indeed threatened to split the ruling party in such areas like Manicaland and the MDC in Masvingo central.

Of note were clashes within the ruling party in Makoni East, especially Rusape between supporters of Shadreck Chipanga and Nathaniel Mhiripiri.  The media covered in detail, physical violence that permeated the run-up to the Zanu PF primary elections in Makoni North in which Didymus Mutasa won the mandate to represent the ruling party in the general elections.

A disturbing trend shows that the number of displacements of people due to political persecution was quite high (73) cases, while assaults and political harassment and intimidation recorded significant counts as shown in the table below.  (See also table 6 on page 17) 

Table 1 –

November 2004 statistics of reported cases

CASES
                       FREQUENCY

Murder
                                   0

Rape
                                   0

Kidnapping
                                  12

Abduction
                                   0

Assault
                                 220

Theft/Looting
                                  16

Arson
                                   6

Malicious Injury to Property
                                  16

Torture
                                  12

Unlawful Detention
                                   0

Harassment/Intimidation
                                 228

Displacement
                                  73

TOTAL
                               583

7.2 December 2004

December, being a festive month recorded a marked decrease in political violence. The cases recorded in this month were mainly intra-party in nature.  The southern provinces recorded the highest number of intra-party clashes, especially involving supporters of the ruling Zanu PF.

However, displacements due to political intolerance, intimidation, harassments and threats, as ZPP reports show, were on the increase, especially in Mashonaland East and parts of Midlands.

CSOs continued to bear the brunt of the culture of intolerance.  The police, reportedly acting on ‘tip-offs’ allegedly prevented workshops of such organisations like CIVNET and ZESN from taking place in December in the Zvimba  North constituency areas like Banket.  The police were said to have confiscated resource documents after accusing participants at the workshops of violating the POSA.

Such organisations are decidedly apolitical and it is quite disturbing when law enforcement agencies misinterpret the law to effectively gag civil society from educating and informing the general public openly. 

There was an insignificant decline in reported assault cases, while harassment and intimidation increased (256 cases).  

Table 2 –

December 2004 statistics of reported cases.
CASES
                    FREQUENCY

Murder
                               2

Rape
                               0

Kidnapping
                               8

Abduction
                               0

Assault
                             191

Theft/Looting
                              14

Arson
                               4

Malicious Injury to Property
                               9

Torture
                               4

Unlawful Detention
                               0

Harassment/Intimidation
                             256

Displacement
                              16

TOTAL
                           504

7.3 January 2005

The month of January recorded a general decline in some cases of human rights abuses as shown in the table below.

Table 3 –

January 2005 statistics of reported cases
CASES
                     FREQUENCY

Murder
                               *4

Rape
                                2

Kidnapping
                               12

Abduction
                                0

Assault
                              248

Theft/Looting
                               12

Arson
                                4

Malicious Injury to Property
                               19

Torture
                                0

Unlawful Detention
                                0

Harassment/Intimidation
                              173

Displacement
                               6

TOTAL
                            476

* The alleged cases are still being investigated

7.4 February 2005

February saw an increase in reported cases of human rights abuses as the dates of the election drew closer.  (See table 4 below)
Table 4 –

February 2005 statistics of reported cases
CASES
                   FREQUENCY

Murder
                             * 2

Rape
                              1

Kidnapping
                             11

Abduction
                              0

Assault
                            239

Theft/Looting
                             15

Arson
                              4

Malicious Injury to Property
                             11

Torture
                              6

Unlawful Detention
                              3

Harassment/Intimidation
                            403

Displacement
                             29

TOTAL
                          724

*The alleged cases are still being investigated

7.5 March 2005

The proverbial Ides of March recorded an exponential increase in the total number of reported HR abuses like assault, malicious injury to property, arbitrary arrests and unlawful detentions as well as harassment and intimidation.

Despite assurances and claims by the government that peace would prevail in the run up to the March 31st general elections, the situation on the ground was at tangent with these claims.

The table below shows a sharp increase (100% or more in some instances) in cases of reported HR abuses, particularly assault, intimidation and unlawful detention.

TABLE 5 –

March 2005 statistics of reported cases
CASES
                        FREQUENCY

Murder
                                   *2

Rape
                                   1

Kidnapping
                                   9

Abduction
                                   0

Assault
                                 411

Theft/Looting
                                  21

Arson
                                   8

Malicious Injury to Property
                                  28

Torture
                                   5

Unlawful Detention
                                  31

Harassment/Intimidation
                                 951

Displacement
                                  29

TOTAL
                               1506

*The alleged cases are still being investigated

8 SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

There was a general increase in reports of alleged HR violations from November, 2004, with the tempo of politically motivated violence and intimidation increasing sharply, especially between the months of February and March 2005.  Compared to the 2000 general election, there was a relatively low politically driven murder rate throughout the country.

Direct physical violence, though recorded, occurred in limited numbers as reports indicate. There were, however copious amounts of political intimidations, harassments and victimisation of people, especially against perceived MDC supporters in rural constituencies, with Manicaland and Matabeleland topping the list of the most volatile provinces experiencing such problems.

Arbitrary arrests and unlawful detentions by some members of the police force seemed to have increased towards the polling day. 

Table 6 below summarises the frequency of occurrence of incidents of political violence and other related HR abuses from November 2004 – March 2005.

Table 6 –

Summary of findings for November 2004 – March 2005
CASES
NOV 
DEC 
JAn
FEB 
MAR 
TOTAL

Murder
0
2
2
2
2
8

Rape
0
0
2
1
1
4

Kidnapping
12
8
12
11
9
53

Abduction
0
0
0
0
0
0

Assault
220
191
248
239
411
1309

Theft/Looting
16
14
12
15
21
78

Arson
6
4
0
4
8
22

Malicious Injury to Property
16
9
19
11
28
83

Torture
12
4
0
6
5
27

Unlawful Detention
0
0
0
3
31
34

Harassment/Intimidation
228
256
173
403
951
2011

Displacement
73
16
6
29
39
163

9. REGIONAL/PROVINCIAL ANALYSIS
ZPP’s monitoring system is divided into two major geographical spheres, the Southern and Northern regions. Five of the country’s ten provinces constitute each region as follows:

9.1 The Northern region comprises:

· Manicaland

· Mashonaland West

· Mashonaland Central

· Mashonaland East

· Harare-Chitungwiza provinces

9.2 The Southern region thus encompasses:

· Matabeleland North

· Matabeleland South

· Midlands

· Masvingo and

· Bulawayo provinces.

Section 10 gives a general analysis of cases of HR violations in each province. As the trend will show, the Northern region experienced the worst in terms of the number of reported cases of politically motivated violence and associated HR abuses.

10. NORTHERN REGION
10.1 MANICALAND

The province recorded a high number of assault (cases) that mainly involved supporters of the ruling party as perpetrators. In March alone, 102 cases were reported in the province. (See table 7 on page 19)
Cases

· In Buhera North on March 16, a group of Zanu PF youths reportedly fell upon WM, an MDC activist from Makumbe village and during the attack, one of the assailants SZ allegedly stabbed the said victim with a knife. The incident, reports have it, was not reported to the police because the victims was said to have feared further assault.

· On the 19th of March in Mutare South, a number of MDC youths guarding the venue of their party’s rally at Munyarari were allegedly assaulted by Zanu PF youth militia led by war veterans M and MN. It is alleged that the assailants subsequently urinated in the victims’ cooking pots while some ripped open mealie-meal bags before relieving themselves into the bags.

· On the 20th, a group of unnamed MDC supporters apparently on a revenge mission allegedly attacked MN and an unnamed Zanu PF colleague who they accused of taking part in the previous night’s attack.

Table 7 below summarises the HR abuses that happened in Manicaland during the period under review.

Table 7 –

Reported cases in Manicaland (November 2004 – March 2005)
CASES
NOV
DEC
JAN
FEB
MAR
TOTAL

Murder
0
0
0
0
0
0

Rape
0
0
2
1
0
3

Kidnapping
6
0
8
8
3
25

Abduction
0
0
0
0
0
0

Assault
66
38
78
64
102
348

Theft/Looting
5
0
1
5
5
16

Arson
5
0
0
3
5
13

Malicious Injury to Property
4
2
4
3
12
25

Torture
5
0
0
0
0
5

Unlawful Detention
0
0
0
0
18
18

Harassment/Intimidation
117
166
47
126
453
909

Displacement
44
4
0
8
10
66

TOTAL
252
210
14
218
608
1428

10.2 HARARE – CHITUNGWIZA

The capital province recorded relatively low political crime occurrences. Higher figures were recorded in cases of harassment/intimidations as well as assaults as shown below.

Table 8 –

Reported Cases In Harare - Chitungwiza (November 2004 – March 2005)

CASES
NOV
DEC
JAN
FEB
MAR
TOTAL

Murder
0
0
0
0
0
0

Rape
0
0
0
0
1
1

Kidnapping
4
3
0
0
3
10

Abduction
0
0
0
0
0
0

Assault
32
25
29
40
80
206

Theft/Looting
5
7
0
2
6
20

Arson
0
1
0
0
1
2

Malicious Injury to Property
1
0
2
3
2
8

Torture
0
0
0
1
2
3

Unlawful Detention
0
0
0
1
5
6

Harassment/Intimidation
19
15
16
53
89
192

Displacement
0
2
2
2
11
17

TOTAL
64
53
49
103
199
468

10.3 MASHONALAND WEST

The province recorded a relatively low political crime rate, with assault and harassment/intimidation cases being higher than other incidents.

Table 9 –

Reported cases in Mashonaland West (November 2004 – March 2005)

CASES
NOV
DEC
JAN
FEB
MAR
TOTAL

Murder
0
0
0
0
0
0

Rape
0
0
0
0
0
0

Kidnapping
0
0
0
0
0
0

Abduction
0
0
0
0
0
0

Assault
20
13
13
14
70
130

Theft/Looting
0
0
0
0
0
0

Arson
0
0
0
0
0
0

Malicious Injury to Property
1
0
0
2
4
7

Torture
0
0
0
0
0
0

Unlawful Detention
0
0
0
0
0
0

Harassment/Intimidation
10
3
3
30
80
126

Displacement
2
0
0
2
2
6

TOTAL
33
16
16
48
156
269

10.4 MASHONALAND CENTRAL

The province was quiet in terms of direct physical violence compared to the 2000 and 2002 elections. As the trends for this year’s elections show, harassment and intimidation were commonplace as well as a few incidents of assaults as the table below depicts.

Table 10 –

Reported cases In Mashonaland Central (November 2004 – March 2005)

CASES
NOV
DEC
JAN
FEB
MAR
TOTAL

Murder
0
0
1
0
0
1

Rape
0
0
0
0
0
0

Kidnapping
0
3
0
0
0
3

Abduction
0
0
0
0
0
0

Assault
20
15
28
10
30
103

Theft/Looting
0
0
1
0
0
1

Arson
0
0
0
0
0
0

Malicious Injury to Property
1
1
2
2
0
7

Torture
2
0
0
0
0
2

Unlawful Detention
0
0
0
0
0
0

Harassment/Intimidation
10
8
6
22
49
95

Displacement
2
3
1
2
0
8

TOTAL
37
30
39
36
79
220

10.5 MASHONALAND EAST

The province recorded a steady increase in the number of reported cases of violations of HRs as shown below.

Table 11 –

Reported cases in Mashonaland East (November 2004 – March 2005)

 

CASES

NOV

DEC
JAN

FEB

MAR

TOTAL

Murder

0

0

1

0

0

1

Rape

0

0

0

0

0

0

Kidnapping

0

0

0

1

0

1

Abduction

0

0

0

0

0

0

Assault

24

22

28

52

54

180

Theft/Looting

0

2

1

2

4

0

Arson

1

0

0

0

1

2

Malicious Injury to Property

4

2

1

1

2

7

Torture

0

0

0

1

0

0

Unlawful Detention

0

0

0

0

5

0

Harassment/Intimidation

14

14

30

79

87

224

Displacement

7

7

1

10

6

6

TOTAL
50

47

62

146

159

466



11. SOUTHERN REGION
Except for Midlands and Masvingo provinces, the region was mostly relatively quiet and recorded a significantly low political crime rate, as compared to the Northern region for the same period under review. 

In November 2004 for example, most recorded incidents of direct physical violence were of clashes between factions in one political party or another. Torture cases were not so prevalent as well as displacements following either physical clashes or threats, as shown by the Southern region analysis below.

11.1 BULAWAYO

The mostly urban province recorded minor incidents of political violence and human rights abuses. Most of the reported cases were allegedly perpetrated by ruling party activists against opposition parties. For example, during rallies held by top Zanu PF leaders and contestants, there were several allegations that ordinary citizens were forced to attend these rallies. 

Cases; 

· On the 26th of March,  suspected Zanu PF supporters in Mahatshula allegedly bundled unsuspecting people into trucks before driving them off to Ntabazinduna where a ruling party star rally was to take place.

· Four unidentified MDC supporters on 20 February allegedly assaulted TN of Mahatshula North after they discovered that the said victim was carrying out door-to-door political campaigns for Zanu PF.

· In the north eastern suburbs of Bulawayo on 6 November 2004, suspected MDC supporters allegedly beat up PM, a Zanu PF supporter after having ‘ caught him in the act of erecting Zanu PF campaign posters at Woodville shopping centre.

· In Pumula/Luveve on the 21st of March, ET was allegedly assaulted by MDC supporters who accused the victim of being a Zanu PF spy in their midst.

· MDC supporters allegedly forced JN of no known political affiliation to help paste MDC campaign posters on walls in Lobengula-Magwegwe on 12 March 2005.

Table 12 below gives general statistics for the province of Bulawayo. 

Table 12 –

Reported cases in Bulawayo (November 2004 – March 2005)

CASES
NOV
DEC
JAN
FEB
MAR
TOTAL

Murder
0
0
0
0
0
0

Rape
0
0
0
0
0
0

Kidnapping
0
0
0
0
0
0

Abduction
0
0
0
0
0
0

Assault
10
9
5
10
2
36

Theft/Looting
0
0
1
0
2
3

Arson
0
0
0
0
0
0

Malicious Injury to Property
0
0
0
0
0
0

Torture
0
0
0
0
1
1

Unlawful Detention
0
0
0
0
0
0

Harassment/Intimidation
1
4
8
11
14
38

Displacement
0
0
0
0
0
0

TOTAL
11
13
14
21
19
78

11.2 MATABELELAND NORTH

Like Bulawayo, the province recorded quite a small number of crimes and irregularities relating to the March elections. Serious assault cases were on a welcome decline in the province as shown by table 13 below, which however indicates a high number of incidents of harassment and intimidation in the election month. 

Table 13 –

Reported cases in Matabeleland North (November 2004 – March 2005)

CASES
NOV
DEC
JAN
FEB
MAR
TOTAL

Murder
0
0
0
0
0
0

Rape
0
0
0
0
0
0

Kidnapping
0
1
0
0
0
1

Abduction
0
0
0
0
0
0

Assault
10
0
7
3
2
22

Theft/Looting
0
1
2
0
0
3

Arson
0
0
0
0
0
0

Malicious Injury to Property
0
0
0
0
0
0

Torture
0
4
0
0
0
4

Unlawful Detention
0
0
0
0
0
0

Harassment/Intimidation
1
10
3
7
20
41

Displacement
0
0
0
2
0
2

TOTAL
11
16
12
12
22
73

11.3 MATABELELAND SOUTH

There were increased numbers of incidents of harassment and intimidation in the province. The police were occasionally on the alert for political and elections related crimes.

Cases
· On 26 February 2005, three church people, LM, CC and DP living at Brethren in Christ farm were allegedly threatened with unspecified action by Zanu PF supporters who claimed the church fell within grazing territory for what they called Zanu PF cattle.

· The police on 8 March reportedly arrested a young woman MT at Mahetshe after she had torn down an MDC campaign poster and wiped herself with it. She was however reportedly immediately released without paying an admission of guilt fine.

· On 10 March in Gwanda North, NN was reportedly kidnapped and detained for a day by four unidentified men who accused him of taking down their names to forward them to the MDC. It later turned out that the victim was in fact compiling a list of potential beneficiaries for the food relief programmes in the area. 

· A village 12 kraal head in Mangwe on the 14th of March reportedly threatened to invade NM’s farm after accusing her of spending o lot of time in Bulawayo where he claimed she was getting a lot of anti-government influence.

Below is a table that shows the count of various incidents that were reported in the province during the five months in question.

Table 14 –

Reported cases in Matabeleland South (November 2004 – March 2005)

CASES
NOV
DEC
JAN
FEB
MAR
TOTAL

Murder
0
0
0
0
1
1

Rape
0
0
0
0
0
0

Kidnapping
0
0
1
1
2
4

Abduction
0
0
0
0
0
0

Assault
2
4
6
4
7
23

Theft/Looting
1
1
1
2
0
5

Arson
0
0
0
0
0
0

Malicious Injury to Property
0
0
0
0
0
0

Torture
0
0
0
0
0
0

Unlawful Detention
0
0
0
0
2
2

Harassment/Intimidation
3
3
2
11
18
37

Displacement
0
0
0
0
2
2

TOTAL
6
8
10
18
32
74

11.4 MIDLANDS

The province recorded quite a high number of politically motivated crimes, with three alleged murders and two rape cases having been reported. Assault incidents were reportedly on the increase, while incidents of harassment and intimidations more than doubled during the five months under consideration as shown by table 15 below.

Cases
· In Zvishavane, TD (18) was allegedly assaulted by unidentified members of the ZRP support unit after he had decided to leave a Zanu PF rally in order to fetch water. Some members of the Support Unit present are said to have mistaken the victim for a deserter and allegedly took turns to assault the said victim. It is alleged the victim later died from injuries sustained from the assault.

· In Zhombe, it is alleged that on 17 March, a group of unidentified MDC youths thoroughly assaulted JN, a militant Zanu PF supporter who they claimed had attempted to prevent them form putting up their party’s campaign posters in the area.

· On 19 March in Zvishavane, FH, of an unclear political affiliation was allegedly assaulted by KV, an ardent MDC supporter after the said victim had attended a Destiny for Africa meeting. The alleged assailant was said to have dismissed the meeting as a Zanu PF campaign programme. 

Table 15

Reported cases in Midlands (November 2004 – March 2005)

CASES
NOV
DEC
JAN
FEB
MAR
TOTAL

Murder
0
1
0
1
1
3*

Rape
0
0
0
0
0
0

Kidnapping
2
1
0
1
1
5

Abduction
0
0
0
0
0
0

Assault
30
59
39
29
46
203

Theft/Looting
2
3
3
4
3
15

Arson
0
2
0
0
5
7

Malicious Injury to Property
2
4
4
0
1
11

Torture
3
0
0
3
4
10

Unlawful Detention
0
0
0
2
1
3

Harassment/Intimidation
28
33
39
53
108
261

Displacement
0
0
0
1
2
3

TOTAL
67
103
85
94
172
521

*The alleged cases are still being investigated

11.5 MASVINGO

The province was volatile indeed, and most cases of violence in November 2004 were as a result of intra-party clashes mainly involving ruling party supporters. The province recorded a high number of alleged kidnapping incidents (13) while reported assault cases were the highest in the Southern region (342).

Incidents of harassment and intimidation were also quite high, while displacements due to political clashes and threats increased between February and March 2005 as the table below shows.

Table 16-

Reported cases in Masvingo (November 2004 – March 2005)

CASES
NOV
DEC
JAN
FEB
MAR
TOTAL

Murder
0
1
0
1
0
2*

Rape
0
0
0
0
0
0

Kidnapping
2
2
4
2
3
13

Abduction
0
0
0
0
0
0

Assault
58
78
72
59
75
342

Theft/Looting
6
5
9
6
6
32

Arson
0
3
0
1
1
5

Malicious Injury to Property
5
4
10
0
8
27

Torture
5
4
0
4
5
18

Unlawful Detention
0
0
0
2
3
5

Harassment/Intimidation
58
50
71
93
193
465

Displacement
18
0
0
5
10
33

TOTAL
67
147
166
173
308
946

*The alleged cases are still being investigated

12. PERPETRATORS

According to statistics, reported perpetrators of political and electoral crimes were largely ruling party supporters. During compilation of this information, primary monitors experienced difficulties in cases where victims or eyewitnesses failed to give accurate figures.

This was especially so in cases involving groups of people who allegedly perpetrated an act of, say violence against one victim at night or in confined places that made it acceptably difficult to make an accurate count of alleged numbers of perpetrators. However, in clear circumstances, it was possible to get accurate figures as the tables below will indicate. 

Table 17 –

Reported Perpetrators (November 04 – March 05)
AFFILIATION
NOV-04
DEC-04
JAN-05
FEB-05
MAR-05
TOTAL

MDC
89
41
29
52
79
290

Zanu PF
1148
1429
1776
2574
3228
10155

State 
35
26
18
12
32
123

Others
5
4
5
6
2
22

Total
1277
1500
1828
2644
3341
10590

12.1 POLITICAL PARTIES AND OTHER GROUPS

The perpetrators have been grouped into three major categories namely: MDC, Zanu PF and the State. Also according to confirmed reports, crimes allegedly perpetrated by the MDC and Zanu PF were done by people either known by locals to be card-carrying members of the two political parties, or who claimed to be supporters or members of these parties. 

Some government officials were reported to have used state resources to perpetrate acts of intimidation, harassment e.t.c. 

The table above gives an insight into trends of political violence and associated HR abuses throughout the country. 

“Others” refers to such elements like known militia groups, traditional leaders, small political parties and youths, some of which groups also belong to either of the country’s two major political parties.

The table above indicates that opposition party supporters were mostly on the receiving end of political violence and other irregular acts that concerns of human rights. In December alone, reported acts of alleged HR abuses by supporters of the ruling party were 1429, which represents around 95% of the total figure. In all the months, alleged HR violations and associated political crimes by the ruling party translate to an average figure of around 90%. Most of these crimes were in the nature of physical assaults, harassment and intimidation.

This is not to say the MDC supporters were not active in perpetrating such acts. As the above table shows, there was a steady increase in numbers of criminal acts by the main opposition party’s supporters towards the March poll, though the numbers cannot be compared to those of the ruling party.

12.2 CASES IN POINT

· On 19 November 2004, BM, a lecturer at Mutare Technical College and Chairman of the College Lecturers’ Association of Zimbabwe was allegedly kidnapped by Central Intelligence Organisation operatives who are said to have tortured the said victim at their offices. The alleged perpetrators are said to have demanded to know the association’s funding partners who they suspected were anti-government. 

· On March 16 in Gokwe (Kana), maize distribution was allegedly being done in a discriminatory manner. It was alleged that Headman M, of Mutenda village struck off names of people he was convinced were MDC supporters, from a list of villagers who had paid to get cheaper maize.

· On the same day in Gokwe Central, AB of Mapfungautsi was allegedly forced by unidentified police details to join a Zanu PF slogans drill in which some members of the police force were alleged to have participated.
13. VICTIMS OF POLITICAL CRIMES

· Emerging trends indicate that members and supporters of the main opposition party, the MDC were thrown into the political fray during the run-up to the March 31st elections mainly as victims. Several Zanu PF supporters and members also suffered at the hands of suspected or known MDC activists.

· CSO members were also victims of political intolerance, and most acts perpetrated against them varied from harassments, intimidations and victimisation in the main as shown by examples below.

· Traditional leaders, mainly chiefs and headmen were also portrayed on several occasions as victims of political intolerances between the country’s two warring political parties. In most cases, traditional leaders were allegedly forced to help propagate ruling party campaign activities or would be threatened with an array of punishments, including dethroning them if they failed or refused to comply.

· A lot of cases involving women as victims of political crimes and HR abuses were reported throughout the country. This was despite repeated assurances by the country’s law enforcement agencies that violence against women would be negligible.

13.1 CASES IN PONT

· On March 18 in Marondera, members of the Roman Catholic Church were allegedly harassed and forced to attend a Zanu PF meeting at Nehanda Hall by LK and Mrs. G who claimed the local priest, because he was white, was an MDC agent who deserved expulsion from the town.

· On 6 March in Bikita West, KM, a ZESN observer was allegedly harassed by two Zanu PF youths, RM and EW after he attended a ZESN workshop in Masvingo.

· It was reported on 22 March that a whole village (Chiunye village) was denied food handouts and barred from buying GMB maize by a Zanu PF councillor TK in Mt Darwin South after he accused the villagers of allowing an increase in MDC activism in the area. Old people like KC (more than 90 years old) and MC, an octogenarian also from Chiunye were subsequently barred from accessing Social Welfare benefits. Also in Jaji village, ruling party and GMB officials were reportedly selectively distributing maize, and other farming inputs like maize seed and fertiliser.

· Perceived and known MDC supporters were reportedly barred from accessing GMB maize on March 8 in Chipinge South, when the ruling party allegedly distributed GMB maize ‘on behalf’ of the food utility company. It was alleged that in Betura village, ward 16, a Zanu PF councillor, JGM allegedly sold the cheap maize to only 202 villagers who carried badges written ‘Election 2005’ only given to people who attended Zanu PF rallies. 
Below is a table that depicts the general trends and statistics of victims of political crimes and HR violations. 

Table 18 –

Political crimes victims (November 04 – March 05)
AFFILIATION
NOV-04
DEC-04
JAN-05
FEB-05
MAR-05
TOTAL

MDC
215
230
257
323
699
1724

Zanu PF
47
125
200
128
102
602

State 
1
0
0
1
0
2

Others
123
112
250
220
337
1042

Total
386
467
707
672
1138
3370

14. GENDER ANALYSIS
14.1 PERPETRATORS

Perpetrators of HR violations were mostly males in the 18 – 45 age group. The bulk of cases of such acts like assaults, arson, harassment and intimidation were reportedly perpetrated in rural constituencies, where youths, perhaps owing to the current economic situation (high unemployment levels), spent most of their time engaging in unproductive activities.

Former liberation war fighters (mostly men) and those claiming to have fought against the pre-1980 regime were named in numerous cases involving assaults, victimisation, harassment and intimidations throughout the country.

In some areas like Bulawayo, whole groups of female supporters of the ruling party were cited as perpetrators of elections-related crimes, especially intimidation and harassment. Some top female leaders of political parties were also allegedly involved in committing such acts of HR abuses, especially in Manicaland, Mashonaland West and Midlands provinces.

Tables 19 (a) (b) and (c) below show trends of reported numbers of alleged perpetrators of political crimes in the above-mentioned provinces for the five months in question.

Table 19 (A) –

Manicaland Gender Statistics of Perpetrators (November 04 – March 05)

AFFILIATION
Nov-04
Dec-04
Jan-05
Feb-05
Mar-05
TOTAL


M
F
M
F
M
F
M
F
M
F


MDC
4
0
4
0
6
0
25
6
22
0
67

Zanu PF
25
4
10
5
100
14
200
26
221
35
640

State
7
0
0
0
7
0
51
1
14
1
80

Other
2
0
2
0
4
0
10
0
5
0
23

Table 19 (B) –

Midlands Gender Statistics of Perpetrators (November 04 – March 05)



AFFILIATION

Nov-04

Dec-04

Jan-05

Feb-05

Mar-05

TOTAL

M

F

M

F

M

F

M

F

M

F

MDC

14

0

12

2

25

3

6

0

18

6

86

Zanu PF
125

10

128

9

142

27

142

21

256

36

896

State

1

0

0

0

8

0

23

0

0

0

32

Other

0

3

14

0

0

0

5

0

7

0

29



Table 19 (C) –

Mash West Gender Statistics of Perpetrators (Nov 04 – March 05)
AFFILIATION
Nov-04
Dec-04
Jan-05
Feb-05
Mar-05
TOTAL


M
F
M
F
M
F
M
F
M
F


MDC
0
0
3
1

0
22
0
2
0
33

Zanu PF
43
5
36
9
139
55
124
55
118
32
572

State
0
0
0
0
0
0
2
0
8
1
11

Other
11
4
5
0
2
0
0
0
0
0
22

14.2 VICTIMS

· Youths are the most vulnerable when it comes to manipulations by politicians, which explains the nature of the acts of assaults involving youths from both the ruling and opposition parties.

· Women were also victims of political crimes and HR violations. This is despite Zimbabwe having acceded on 13 April 1991 to the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).

Article 2 (d) of CEDAW states that every state that agrees to abide by the CEDAW requirements must undertake:

“To refrain from engaging in any act or practice of discrimination against women and to ensure that public authorities and institutions shall act in conformity with this obligation.”
14.2.1 Cases 
Although there were few cases involving direct physical violence against women, the following are cases in point that indicate how violence and HR abuses against women marred the run-up to the March poll:

·  LG was allegedly assaulted by her husband, an MDC activist after she had attended a Zanu PF rally addressed by WM, the ruling party candidate for the March plebiscite in Masvingo South.
· On 3 March in a Chimanimani village called Manyangadze, a geriatric woman (around 100 years of age) PG was reportedly barred from receiving her monthly ration of a 50kg bag of maize and $35 000 monthly stipend from the Social Welfare by Clr. AM and Major M, the Zanu PF Chairman for Ngaone village after she failed to attend a Zanu PF meeting and after it was discovered she had a granddaughter who was an ardent MDC supporter.
· On 1 March, BS, a 61 year old grandmother reportedly fled her home in Shorishori village (ward 15) in Mutare South after militant Zanu PF youths threatened her with death. This followed reports that she had attended an MDC rally held on the 27th of February, a move that apparently riled the local Zanu PF leadership that subsequently denied her access to education assistance for her grandchildren.  
· On 10 February, in Mutare South, M a Zanu PF activist was allegedly assaulted by three MDC youths after she was observed ululating at Cde Piki who had insulted the MDC at a Zanu PF meeting in Kuhudzai earlier during the day.  
The following tables present statistics of the number of reported cases of victimisation of people according to their political affiliation and gender. This table has been compiled from data received from Manicaland, Mashonaland West and Midlands provinces for the period under consideration. The three provinces serve in the sampling of countrywide data and statistics of HR abuses and associated violations of (electoral or otherwise) laws governing Zimbabwe.

Table 20 (A) –

Manicaland Gender Statistics for Victims

AFFILIATION
Nov-04
Dec-04
Jan-05
Feb-05
Mar-05
TOTAL


M
F
M
F
M
F
M
F
M
F


MDC
73
22
20
7
32
6
134
6
159
45
504

Zanu PF
0
3
3
4
5
4
25
12
22
10
88

State
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
1

Other
6
8
7
5
43
23
28
23
6
45
194

Table 20 (B) –

Midlands Gender Statistics for Victims
AFFILIATION
Nov-04
Dec-04
Jan-05
Feb-05
Mar-05
TOTAL


M
F
M
F
M
F
M
F
M
F


MDC
45
13
40
9
39
9
89
12
19
14
303

Zanu PF
7
2
27
16
35
16
24
8
7
1
138

State
8
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
4
1
13

Other
32
17
27
13
29
13
18
18
1
4
166

Table 20 (C) –

Mashonaland West Gender Statistics For Victims
AFFILIATION
Nov-04
Dec-04
Jan-05
Feb-05
Mar-05
TOTAL


M
F
M
F
M
F
M
F
M
F


MDC
27
7
16
4
12
7
56
14
55
18
216

Zanu PF
9
2
13
6
26
3
25
8
15
5
112

State
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Other
15
4
4
2
34
1
5
5
26
13
109

Comparatively, Manicaland was the most volatile province where cases of assault, harassment, intimidation and skewed food distribution programmes were reportedly quite higher than other provinces.

According to the above information, the main opposition political party was quite instrumental in discrediting claims of a peaceful general election. 

In the Midlands province, reported cases of HR violations against known and perceived MDC supporters were mainly confined to harassment and intimidation involving the use discriminatory distribution of food in such areas like Gokwe, Mberengwa and Zvishavane.

15. THE POST-ELECTION PERIOD

After the intermittent announcements of elections results tilted in favour of the ruling party, allegations of retribution surfaced in most areas, with Manicaland and Mashonaland Central topping the list of provinces with the highest numbers of post election violence and associated HR violations.

15.1 RETRIBUTION

This time, direct physical violence became rampant, with ‘witch-hunt’ campaigns to root out ‘unwanted’ people becoming an almost daily activity. The perpetrators of such political crimes were, according to reports, mainly supporters of the victors.

In Bindura for example, Zanu PF supporters are alleged to have mooted reprisal campaigns against the more than 8000 people who voted for the MDC’s parliamentary hopeful, Joel Mugariri.

Known and perceived MDC members and supporters residing in Chipadze were allegedly threatened en masse with an array of brutal methods of elimination including death, assault and expulsions by some Zanu PF supporters.

Scores of people were also allegedly assaulted at night by suspected ruling party activists in beer halls and nightclubs barely a week after the poll. NCA activists in the town were reportedly under fire from the ruling party in the constituency, resulting in police reports being made. 

The ZPP would like to commend the police for managing to contain some of the potentially explosive situations in Chipadze residential area immediately after the elections.

Retribution allegedly by Zanu PF activists and supporters was rife, as the reported incident below will show.

· GJ (39), an NCA activist, tuck-shop operator and a mother of three living in Chipadz, Bindura constituency was reported to be living in constant fear allegedly after refusing to bow down to pressure from the local Zanu PF District Committee led by M and JN to join Zanu PF. It was alleged that JN, driving a maroon-coloured Toyota Cressida (registration number 519-005K) threatened her with unspecified retribution after the elections for her NCA activism.  
15.2 DISPLACEMENTS

Within the fortnight after the poll, Manicaland alone recorded at least 40 cases of people being allegedly displaced throughout the province. In most of these cases, suspected Zanu PF activists ‘starred’ as perpetrators. In some serious cases, whole families were allegedly displaced, while some were reportedly living in hiding in undisclosed places purportedly for fear of further victimisation.

The following are some of the cases that were reported. The country’s media also carried similar reports.

Cases 
· In Makoni East, 21 people, most of who participated in the general elections as MDC polling agents, were allegedly displaced in Rusape town. The perpetrators, some of whom were identified as FM, LC, GS, ZN, MC, GN and BM were said to have been led by three war veterans, S, M and F on door-to-door ‘witch-hunts’ to sniff out MDC supporters in the town’s high density suburb of Vengere. Some of the said victims, for example NI, RM, FM and TG were illegally evicted from their homes together with their spouses and children.

· On April 4, 15 people, mostly MDC supporters were reportedly displaced in Mutasa North by alleged Zanu PF supporters and some war veterans who were said to have intensified their crackdown on perceived and known MDC supprters. The victims were allegedly either illegally evicted or had to flee from their homes in Ruchera, Nyarumburwe, Makaratsa, Daze, Samanga and Muparutsa villages. Most of these displaced people were living in plastic shacks at Hauna Growth Point in Honde valley.

· More than thirty families reportedly faced evictions on three farms in Hurungwe East following reports that some ruling party supporters on Saturday 9 April launched a massive campaign to smoke out MDC supporters who they accused of actively campaigning for the opposition party. One C, a local Chairperson from van Eden farm was allegedly assaulted on the 9th by unidentified people after he refused to assist in the evictions. He was reported to have been evicted instead and had been living with his family along a fireguard that borders the farm.

· Thirteen people, most of who served as MDC election agents in the March elections were allegedly displaced by Zanu PF supporters in Chipinge South in mid-April. Most of the alleged victims came from the Chibuwe, Mwanyisa and Macheta areas in the constituency which was won by Zanu PF’s Enock Porusingazi.  

16. OTHER CASES OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
The following are some of the disturbing events unleashed throughout the country during the period under consideration:

· Unidentified arsonists burnt a house belonging to the United Methodist Church in Marondera East following numerous reports of harassment and unspecified threats by supporters of the ruling party on church members. The threats stemmed in part from the fact that IK, the MDC’s candidate helped finance the building’s construction. 
· Three known MDC supporters were allegedly displaced in Mt Darwin South by ruling party supporters on 15 March. The trio was said to have sought refuge at the home of PC, the MDC’s Vice Chairperson in the constituency, after which the police reportedly warned PC against sheltering them as it was tantamount to operating a safe house.
· Makoni East was hit by a fresh wave of political violence on 26 March when two suspected CIO agents driving a Ford Bantam open truck (registration number 783-430K) allegedly kidnapped 15 unsuspecting MDC supporters after a rally addressed by the opposition party’s candidate, Pishai Muchauraya at Rukweza Business Centre. The suspects, after being identified by alert MDC security details, immediately sped off towards Nyazura. It is said eleven supporters who jumped out of the moving truck in fear were severely injured. Dr. GW confirmed treating the eleven (names provided) at Mutare Medical Centre for injuries varying from bruises and a possible partial crack of the pelvic bone on one of the  victims.  
· It was alleged that on 1 April in Sakubva (Mutare Central), eight Zanu PF  youths  allegedly fell upon FM (26),  Giles Mutsekwa’s  election agent in Mutare North. The victim claimed one of the assailants landed three blows on him with a blunt machete. One onlooker, WM enforced a citizen’s arrest on one of the alleged assailants and handed her to the police at Chisamba police station only to be arrested himself.

· On the 10th of April, MDC activists reportedly went on a terror campaign at Mangondoza Hotel in Nyanga, following the ruling party’s victory. Police arrested Douglas Mwonzora, the MDC’s losing candidate before laying charges of inciting public violence under the POSA.
· A group of seven MDC youths allegedly went on the rampage in Harare South on 19 April ostensibly seeking a Zanu PF gang they claimed had terrorised residents of Waterfalls and Prospect suburbs before the elections. When told the gang they sought was based at a nearby farm, the youths reportedly expressed their reluctance to venture into the farm, but chose instead to assault people they accused of aligning themselves to the gang.
· In Rusape for example, MDC supporters including TC (MDC losing candidate, Pishai Muchauraya’s campaign manager) who were allegedly threatened with expulsion from the town by Zanu PF youths and some people claiming to be war veterans, sought protection from the local police who are reported to have refused and instead chose to berate the victims saying they had invited it by joining the MDC. It was only after the Officer Commanding Rusape District’s intervention that a docket (RRB#172833) was opened and immediate investigations instituted. 

17. RECOMMENDATIONS
The Zimbabwe Peace Project, following reflections of the March general elections, would like to make the following recommendations:

· The country’s law enforcement agencies need to remain apolitical in order to create public confidence, general and personal security among members of the public.

· The use of traditional leaders in partisan political activities should be banned in accordance with Section 48 of the country’s Traditional Leaders Act which clearly states that any person who obstructs, hinders or interferes with a chief, headman or village head in the discharge of his functions shall be guilty of an offence.

Section 46 (1) of the same Act also states that:- 

· Subject to this Act and the Communal Land Act [Chapter 20:04], in the discharge of his functions, a chief, headman or village head shall not be influenced by any considerations of race, tribe place of origin, creed, gender or political affiliation.
· In view of recommendations forwarded to the government by the ACHPR in 2002, the state must ensure that militia groups of any kind must be disbanded as this has a direct bearing on the outcome of elections. Direct physical violence and other HR abuses have been known to have been perpetrated by such elements.

· Several reports implicated public institutions responsible for food security as having taken a partisan stance in terms of food distribution. These bodies should remain neutral in accordance with international law and the state should ensure that members of the public enjoy access to these bodies (Article 21 (2) of the UDHR).

· The government and responsible elections management bodies should ensure that polling stations are situated in neutral places in a bid to enhance the credibility of elections. This follows reports and observations that in some constituencies (Harare South for example) polling stations were situated close to areas where political campaigns had been done by such groups like war veterans and youth militia, or at chiefs’ houses. This will be in conformity with clause 4.17. of the SPGs.

·  CSOs must be given enough democratic space in order to participate in such activities like voter education. The government also needs to recognise the relevance of development partners, especially those whose work is civic and political in nature. There have been numerous reports of political groups harassing, intimidating and ‘banning’ the conduct of legal activities by NGOs in some parts of the country. 

· It is in this connection that ZPP recommends that the government amends certain provisions of such laws like Section 37 of the ZEC Act that restrict and bar CSOs not registered under the PVO Act from carrying out essential services.

· Government must ensure that HR violations through such crimes like illegal barricading of roads by militia groups as well as the creation of so-called ‘no-go’ areas for political groups are done away with. The police must act swiftly in the apprehension of such elements. This is in line with Section 22 of the Constitution which declares that no person shall be deprived of the freedom of movement.

18. CONCLUSION
From the foregoing it can be observed that the run-up and the  immediate aftermath of the March 2005 general election was relatively more peaceful in terms of the breakout of cases of direct physical violence as compared to similar periods in the 2000 general election.

This is notwithstanding, the different forms of psychological violence, voter intimidation; skewed food distribution and the role of traditional leaders, youth militias, war veterans and state agencies that tended to have equal effect in making the electoral environment unfair.

Acts of retributive political violence were also and are still being recorded well after the election. 

_______ends________

ABOUT US…

BACKGROUND

Zimbabwe Peace Project (ZPP) is a broad-based, non-partisan, non-profit organisation founded in 2000 by the churches in partnership with like-minded civil society organisations. It is inspired by Christian values and the desire to see Zimbabweans embrace and cherish justice, peace and respect for human dignity and freedoms, in a country that values democracy, the rule of law and the security of all persons.

VISION

To be an authoritative internationally recognised institution in the area of documentation and transformation of human rights abuses and violent conflicts.

MISSION STATEMENT

To contribute to the building of a culture of peace in which all citizens respect one another’s human rights and dignity.

VALUES

ZPP believes in and upholds the following moral principles and standards

-

Democracy and good governance

-

Rule of law

-

Probity & accountability of public office

- 
          Factual & credible documentation of human rights excesses

-
 The protection of individual group rights and  freedoms,   and the human worth.

-          Non partisanship and impartiality in dealing with situations of conflict and human rights  abuses

-         Gender sensitivity and Equality of all mankind.

OBJECTIVES

The aims and objectives of the organisation are to:

-
monitor and gather information on the prevalence of violence and human rights abuses in all societies in the country;

-
to tackle political rancour and the tendency to commit violence and human rights excesses as a way of influencing electoral and political thought, actions, choices and outcomes.

-
raise the level of legal, political and social consciousness against violence and human rights abuses;

-
to investigate, research and expose through the print, electronic and other media any political violence and the violation of fundamental rights, including cases of unlawful arrests or detentions 
and false imprisonment,

-
provide early warning against potential breaches of peace in order to catalyse early action or to influence policy;

-
promote dialogue and political tolerance through non-partisan peace initiatives and to create opportunities for reconciliation.

-
empower communities to pursue peaceful co-existence regardless of political affiliation and other differences,

-
to investigate cases of political violence and the violation of fundamental rights and freedoms and to institute legal proceedings 
against offenders as a way of combating lawlessness and impunity.  The proceedings can take the form of private prosecutions, 
court applications and actions.

ACTIVITIES

The organisation is engaged in the following activities to achieve its goals:

·
Monitoring all forms of violence and human rights abuse and collecting data on conditions, practices and policies which affect the human rights, freedoms, dignity and livelihood of people, e.g.  the availability or otherwise of food;

·
Recording and documenting cases of conflict and human rights violations;

·
Networking strategically with other organisations able to assist victims and perpetrators;

·
Conducting follow-up investigations to gather enough evidence to build up water tight cases for purposes of litigation;

·
Ensuring that certain verified cases of violence and human rights violations are litigated and perpetrators are punished; as part of an anti-impunity drive through the courts

·
Providing basic counselling services for both victims and perpetrators of violence and human rights abuses;

·
Training monitors
.         Referring victims of violence and human rights abuses to organisations better placed to offer relevant assistance;

·
Researching on causes, degree, effects of violence and human rights abuses, and ways of eliminating and avoiding conflict and human rights violations;

·
Promoting dispute resolution and conflict management interventions;

·
Issuing policy briefs to influence policy decisions deterring the culture or institution of violence and human rights abuses.

UNIQUENESS

The organisation’s strength lies in the fact that it is perhaps the only permanent community-based civil society organisation with a country-wide grassroots presence. ZPP has two trained primary monitors deployed in each of the 120 electoral constituencies of Zimbabwe.

The monitors are members of the communities within which they reside and work, and this gives ZPP the capacity to, among other things, ‘sense’ conflicts long before their symptoms spread.

GENERAL INFORMATION

The member organisations which formed the Zimbabwe Peace Project are:

CCJP
CSU     ZESN

EFZ
Zimrights
       ZLP

ZCC
Civnet
       Zimcet
The Zimbabwe Peace Project has offices in all provinces of the country. If you wish to know more about the organisation you are free to approach our officers at any of the following addresses:

Head Office


43 Dan Judson Road

Milton Park, Harare

P O Box BE 427, Belvedere

Tel: (04) 77 83 11

Cell: 011 402 162

011 423 182

Bulawayo 

39 Edge House, Fife St.

Cell: 011 423 189

       Mutare


27 Fifth St.

Cell: 011 423 183

Marondera


Motsrud Building, 1510 Pine St. Ext.

Cell: 011 401 340

Masvingo


4 Robin House, 974 Mazorodze Ave

Cell: 011 423 187

Gweru

90B—10th St.

Cell: 011 423 185

Hwange

Zeco Mess, Rm. 19, Baobab Hill

Cell: 011 423 184

Gwanda

Gwanda Pharmacy Bldg. Gwanda

Cell: 011 423 186

Chinhoyi


Stand 5332 Midway Ext.

Cell: 011 423 192

Bindura


3162 T. Gadzikwa St.  
Aerodrome

or 98—2nd St. Bindura

Cell: 011 423 190
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