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FOREWORD 

 

You will recall that in compliance with the requirements of Article VI of the Global Political 
Agreement, The Constitution Parliamentary Select Committee (COPAC) conducted an outreach 
programme to solicit for the views of the people.  The people spoke eloquently on a number of 
issues.  COPAC then undertook an exercise of extracting constitutional issues from the national 
statistical reports, both versions 1 and 2.  This culminated in the production of a document on 
Constitutional Issues which is enclosed in this booklet. 

Whilst the people spoke well on most issues, there were also some gaps in the information they 
provided.  Specifically, some technical questions were not adequately addressed.  People 
generally answered the question “what” but did not address the issue of “how” to achieve the 
intended objective.  The Select Committee then embarked on an exercise to identify and fill the 
gaps with the assistance of technical experts to give effect to what the people had said. The result 
was a document on Gap Filling which is enclosed in this booklet. 

As the Select Committee sifted through the Constitutional Issues, it emerged that key underlying 
principles were emerging from what the people had said during outreach. As the people spoke, 
they were inadvertently singing a song which had a chorus with some unique words. The Select 
Committee converted this chorus into Constitutional Principles. The document of 
Constitutional Principles is also enclosed in this booklet. 

It is important to note that the Draft Constitution produced by the Select Committee on 18 July 
2012 is a product of the use of the above stated documents and best practice.   

 

…………………………………….  ……………………………………   ……………………………….. 
Hon. M. P. Mangwana  Hon. D. T. Mwonzora  Hon. E. T. Mkhosi 
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